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	Synopsis 
	Key questions 


	Chapter 1

	
Olden Days School 
Lenny and Sam are in the playground. It's ‘dress as kids from history’ day, with lots of old-fashioned lessons and a year five competition. The other year five class are perfect, but Lenny is determined to win with what he has brought in his box- a rat! Well, there were lots around in the olden days! He thought it would be the perfect item to bring, until it escapes!

	
· Where does the story begin?
· How is the school day different to normal?
· Why are the other Y5 class known as the perfect class?
· What has everyone been asked to bring to school?
· Why might Lenny’s item not be the best thing to bring into school?


	Chapter 2

	
Pandemonium 
The escape of the rat turns the classroom into complete mayhem: students are standing on the table screaming, people are crying, Miss Bottley is blowing her whistle trying to calm everyone down. Things are made worse when Lenny says he found ratty in the bins! Miss Bottley tries to swat at the rat with Lenny’s rolled up comics, but it jumps on ahead! She tries to throw it off and ends up in a pot of gruel. The screaming is stopped when a girl scratches her fingers down the blackboard.

The new girl -Jess- offers to catch and kill the rat, but the teacher declines and takes them all outside for outdoor learning instead, whilst they await the arrival of the exterminators. Unfortunately, they cannot arrive until the next day, so Jess and Lenny decide they have to catch it themselves. They find it on top of the bookshelves, so Jess jumps on it and brings the whole unit crashing to the floor. The rat escapes. 

	
· Why is Pandemonium a great title for this chapter?
· Describe how pandemonium was shown in the story.
· Where did Lenny find the rat?
· What did the rat do to Lenny’s teacher?
· Where did the rat land when the teacher got it off her head?
· What turned the room completely silent? 
· Where is Jess from?
· What does Lenny’s dad do?
· How successful is he?
· Who joins Lenny under the tree?
· Why is Jess the best person to try to catch the rat?
· What stops Sam from telling Ms Bottley about the plan?
· Summarise what happens when they try to trap the rat.
· How would you try to trap it?


	Chapter 3

	
Endgame
The group lure the rat with Sam's cheese sandwiches and use the PE box to trap him in. Just wants to kill the rat, but both Lenny and Sam don't. Miss Bottley arrives looking very pale and tells them they are going to be sent to Mr Greenford's office later, but first they all must tidy the classroom she decides to leave the rat in the box which just believes is a big mistake.

	
· Who was ratty compared to?
· What did they tempt ratty with?
· Why do you think it might be a big mistake to keep ratty alive?
· What do you predict will happen next?






	Chapter 4

	
The Production
Everyone is in the hall for 5A’s assembly about the history of schools. Lenny knows it is going to win them the prize due to the songs, dances, costume changes and a flute solo. Two pupils lug a PE box onto the stage and Lenny realises it's the one they trapped the rat in. Out comes Ratty!


	
· Why does Lenny think 5A will win the prize?
· What was the assembly about?
· Why did it no go as expected?
· Now Ratty has escaped, how do you think the children in the hall will react? 

	Chapter 5

	
Pandemonium 2
The rat runs into the centre of the hall and pandemonium [true] ensues. People are running in all directions, screaming and banging into each other. Ratty runs to the kitchen and Lenny tries to get some Sam to help him capture it, but he uses the ‘Spit Swear’ to try to get learning to be on his side and not just the rat. Sam is upset and angry and says: ‘Fine go be with your new friend.’ 

Together, Jess and Lenny run into the kitchen and hunt down the rat, armed with oven mitts and a ladle. The rat is too fast for them and Jess falls into Lenny, knocking over a pan of bubbling sauce. They leave the hall and find Ratty munching on a Hawaiian pizza. They try to hit it with the ladle but it is no use: they slip on the sauce and end up on the floor and can't get up. They eventually corner it in the pantry. Jess whacks at it with the ladle and a huge canister tumbles off the shelf and hits Lenny on the head.

	
· Where did Ratty first go and how did the audience react?
· What did Mr Greenford do?
· What was the second place it ran to?
· How did the Spit Swear backfire on Lenny?
· What did the rat dropping Jess ate thankfully turn out to be?
· What caused Lenny to knock over the bubbling sauce?
· How did the pair end up on the floor?
· How did they make their way to the fridge?
· Where did they follow Ratty to?
· What hit Lenny on the head?


	Chapter 6

	
Checkmate
The whole pantry (and Jess and Lenny) is covered in flour and red sauce. Ratty escapes out of a hole in the wall. They pull the handle of the pantry door to get out and give chase, but they are stuck. They shout for help, but nobody is there. A spider appears and Jess screams: she is petrified of them. In her fit of panic, her American accent disappears -she lied about where she comes from. She explains that she didn't have any friends at her last school so she thought she might get more if she were a different person. Lenny tells her he will be her friend. Lenny tells her everyone has a special skill: his is being creative [not naughty as Mr Greenford thinks]. Sam’s special skill is having a heart the size of a beachball. Suddenly Sam appears and lets them out, but they are so white he thinks they are ghosts at first. The boys apologise to each other for how they behaved and shake hands. All three decide to go and catch the rat together.

	
· What had happened to Lenny and Jess at the beginning of the chapter?
· Why does Lenny panic when he can’t open the door?
· What is Jess frightened of?
· What happens to Jess when she saw the spider?
· Why had she been pretending to be someone else?
· How do you know Lenny really cares about Sam?
· What is Lenny’s special skill?
· When the boys make up, wh do they decide to shake hands instead of hugging? 







	Chapter 7

	
Showdown
They return to the kitchen, which it was a complete mess, and find Ratty on his side panting after eating chocolate cake. Just runs at it with a trolley, but misses, smashing into the wall. The rat escapes. Lenny finds a big crack in the wall and investigates. It appears to be an old door. 

	
· Why is the rat panting and laying on its side?
· How does Jess try to kill it?
· What does Lenny think he has found?
· What do you think the door might lead to?


	Chapter 8

	
Discovery
It’s three days later and what the trio thought was an old door, is actually a secret staircase to a cellar. The three are being spoken to by Mr Greenford, who doesn't know what to do with them, as despite the damage they have caused, they did find an incredibly valuable historical artefact. Mr Greenford wants to use it to buy new books and computers for the school. He decides not to discipline them and tells them there is no winner of the competition. Lenny is dissatisfied with this and pushes him to say who he would pick. He picks 5B.

	
· What do the trio uncover in the kitchen?
· Why is it important?
· What did Mr Greenford decide to do as punishment? Why?
· Who were the unofficial winners of the Year 5 competition? 






















image1.jpeg




