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	Chapter 1

	
Aveline sits in her mum's car on the way to her aunt's house in Malmouth for the half term, which she is not looking forward to due to how cold it is. Everything seems so miserable, and she really isn't looking forward to spending time with her aunt either, as she is quite strict. Aveline wonders if the town has any ghosts due to the weather, old houses and the eerie sea that she notices outside of the car window. She is very interested in ghost since reading about them in her local library. Aveline spots a boy leaning against a garden wall as if he's fallen on it. He is odd-looking and her mum isn't sure whether he is OK or not. It turns out to be a dummy with dead eyes and a clown mouth- like Halloween decoration.

	
· What are your first impressions of Malmouth? How has the author created this?
· Why do you think the dummy was made?
· What was Aveline worried about when she went to bed?
· How would you summarise the character of Aveline’s aunt? What are your first impressions of her? What makes you feel this way?
· Read the illustrations page. How are you left feeling after reading this? 


	Chapter 2

	
Aveline says goodbye to her mum and goes into town with her aunt. They visit a book shop where she leaves her. The owner, Mr Lieberman, is from Germany and keeps all types of books. His nephew, Harold, also works there- he is the boy Aveline saw yesterday at the fish and chip shop. He finds her some ghost books and she select some to buy. One particular book catches her eye: The Ghosts and Phantoms of Dorset, Devon and Cornwall. Upon buying it, Mr Lieberman tries to remember a fact about the book but cannot recall it. Aveline is in a rush to meet her aren't so quickly leaves. Mr Lieberman remembers the fact once she has left and turns as white as a barn owl.

	
· What is the effect of the last part of the chapter? How has it left you feeling?
· What else have we learned about life in Aunt Lilian’s house?
· Do you think you would enjoy living there?
· Do you think Aveline likes her aunt?
· What does the author do after every chapter?
· What do you think P.P stands for?
· What is the effect of these pages? 















	Chapter 3

	
Aveline meets her aunt. She shows her the book she has bought and as Lilian in his reading it she suddenly frowns, but she doesn't explain why her reaction was strange. The only thing on the front cover is a handwritten name, Primrose. It appears to be written by a young girl. Her aunt quickly says they have to leave and they go quickly, leaving their cake on the table. As they walk past Mr Lieberman’s, he tries to say something to them but he can't be understood above the storm. When she gets home, Aveline goes to read her book. The weather is still very bad and adds to the atmosphere of the ghost stories. She flicks through the pages and finds the last story doesn't exist: every sentence has been deliberately crossed out. It makes Aveline wonder who, and why, would do this. These two incidents leave her with a creepy feeling. A little while later, she wakes to a sound like a spade being dragged across the concrete and fingernails on glass. She wakes her aunt telling her someone is trying to break in. They go downstairs where they spot a tree brushing against the window. Aunt Lilian thinks Aveline’s imagination is due to her reading the ghost book. The pair start going back upstairs but Aveline decides to have a final look at the window. She sees a smear on the glass- like a child's handprint.

	
· What is the effect of the final sentence?
· Do you think it is a handprint? If you do, who do you think it belongs to? Who do you think Primrose is?
· Do you believe in ghosts?

	Chapter 4

	
Aveline wakes up feeling uneasy from the events of the previous night. She asks to visit the book shop again to get answers about the book and goes online to e-mail her mum. She also types Primrose’s name into the search engine and learns she is a girl who went missing in 1984 - on Halloween - and has never been found. Ava line is determined for her not to be forgotten. On the way to the book shop she notices another child scarecrow - she swears it wasn't there before - and this one is particularly eerie. She arrives at the book shop and is greeted by Harold. She tells him about the book. They still don't know who has made the black marks on the last story, but Harold thinks it must have been Primrose because the same pen has been used to write her name and cross the story out. Mr Lieberman tells Aveline the book was left, with others, on his doorstep. They look for the other books and find the box. In it is Primrose’s diary.

	
· How have Aveline’s feelings about Malmouth started to change?
· Why does the date of Primrose’s disappearance seem even more mysterious and perhaps even scary?
· What do you think Aveline is going to do now she’s found Primrose’s diary? 
· How has the author created tension in the last couple of sentences? What impact does this have upon you as the reader?
What do you think Aveline will discover about Primrose? 











	Chapter 5

	
The group are left with a dilemma- whether they should read another person’s diary. Aveline thinks if it will help find out why Primrose went missing, then it should be OK. She also wants to discover why she crossed out the last story in the book! Aveline goes to the sea front to read the diary. She learns that Primrose likes certain bands, has strong opinions about ghosts and likes watching films about them too. The weather turns so Aveline leaves the bench and goes to the water's edge. She looks into the sea and notices something that looks like hair. She staggers back - she thinks she sees a face that she recognises (Primrose’s) and then the vision vanishes. She is left feeling haunted and so returns home. 

Back at Aunt Lilians, Aveline continues to read the diary and starts reading the part where Primrose finds the book Aveline has also found. The diary explains that Primrose didn't like the last story and thought she saw someone at her bedroom window looking at her. Primrose starts having nightmares about a woman with long hair, no eyes, who smelled like the sea. Aunt Lillian returns and asks Aveline where her friend has gone. She explains that it is just her and the dog- there have been no visitors. 

	
· How does Aveline feel about reading the diary?
· Talk about diaries- id anyone has their own, about different types of diaries, one for appointments v one for reflections.
· What have we learned about Primrose?
· How does the author use the change in the weather to affect the mood of the chapter?
· How are Aveline and Primrose alike?
· What disturbing thing happened at the water’s edge?
· What strange thing happened at the end of the chapter?
· What do you think Aunt Lilian has seen? 

	Chapter 6

	
Aunt Lillian appears nervous - the whole house seems tense, even the dog. They hear a series of thumps upstairs - unmistakably footsteps. Aveline is convinced the house is haunted. She discovers that Primrose had strange dreams about the lady from the story at the back of the book. She crossed it out because she didn't want anyone else to read it. Aveline reads on and discovers Primrose was convinced that someone was in her house- they arrived back from an outing to find the door open and the house smelling of a fishing boat. Primrose was also anxious about all of the scarecrows in town, too. Another entry describes how she felt someone sat on her bed in the middle of the night. Aveline begins to feel terrified but has to read to the end. Primrose begins to see the woman from her dreams in town. Nobody believed her when she tried to tell them. She she's asked by her friends to go trick or treating but she doesn't want to. She stopped going to school. She thinks the lady has been visiting the area for a long time. She is convinced that the lady wants her. This was her final entry into the diary. Harold and Aveline go to the police, but they do not seem interested, especially when she mentions ghosts. They decide they need to learn more about the last story in the book and go back to the book shop.

	
· Do you believe in ghosts?
· If you were in Aveline’s shoes, what would you do?
· Why does Harold say going to the police isn’t Aveline’s best idea?
· Why do they decide to go in the end?
· Would you read the diary to the end?
· What is the big coincidence in this chapter that adds to the tension? 






	Chapter 7

	
At the bookshop, Aveline and Harold find a flyer about a local folklore event. Mr Lieberman helps them get in contact with the relevant person, thinking she might know something about the story in the back of the book. Aveline goes home for lunch to find a small figure facing the fire- a girl. She asks her if she is waiting for her aunt. The girl’s parka hood is pulled up so Aveline cannot see her face – just the glint of one black eye. The girl says: ‘I’m waiting for the lady.’ Aveline strikes up a conversation with her about boots, thinking she is waiting for a tutoring session with her aunt. The girl tells Aveline she can have the boots if she is likes them, which she finds strange as she is wearing them. She asks the girl if she lives here and the girl responds that she used to. Aveline notices a pale face, large forehead, choppy hairline- she thinks she has met this girl somewhere before. Suddenly Aveline notices water pooling at the girl’s feet. Aveline asks her if she was caught in the rain. The girl says, ‘No, but I was caught by someone, and now they are coming for you.’ 

Suddenly the door flies open. Thankfully it is Aunt Lilian. When Aveline looks back, the girl is gone but she can still smell the salt water. She realises the girl is Primrose and that she lived in her aunt’s house before her aunt did.  

	
· Who do you think the appointment is with?
· What do you find the scariest part of this chapter?
· When the tension dies in the last section, how does the author suddenly bring it back?
· Do you think Aveline is in danger? What do you think might happen to her?
· How did the author use the weather again in this chapter to bring a huge amount of tension and shock?


	Chapter 8

	
All of the group, including Lilian, leave to visit the expert on 
local folklore, Edith Fitzwilliam. On the journey, the weather 
weather worsens and they spot more and more scarecrows. 
At Edith’s, Aveline spots a map of Malmouth with the words, The Lady’s Lookout, on it. She doesn’t think it is coincidence. Edith knows the story of the Lady in the Waves.


	
This chapter is perfect for asking the children to summarise the main events. Not too much time is needed to be spent on discussion. 














	Chapter 9

	
Edith knows that the Lady in the Waves is about a lady called Cora Poole, a resident of Malmouth, but an outsider as she moved here from London. She married a local fisherman and had two children but no friends. She home-schooled her children and the three were never apart. At sunset everyday, they would walk along the end of the harbour wall to watch for her husband’s boat, this was until the day of the big storm. Everyone from the town came to the harbour to watch the boats come back and one by one they returned. However, everyone forgot about Cora and her husband was the only one yet to return. The three stood there, in the dangerous storm, waiting. When people finally noticed them, it was too dangerous to help them. The seventh wave in the cycle arrived and swept them out to sea. 

The next day was lovely and bright and the fishing continued as if nothing had happened, but not far out to sea, a boat snagged something heavy in the net- Cora Poole. She had no eyes. Her daughters were never found, but their father returned safely. Over time, the story wasn’t forgotten but did fade until someone said they spotted Cora on the harbour wall. People didn’t much believe him, but the next night, a local girl disappeared. Search parties were sent out and one returned and said they saw Cora standing on the shoreline, holding the hand of the missing girl. They ran to her but as they did, the girl was dragged out into the sea by Cora. This was the last time the girl was seen. Legend has it that now every year at Halloween, Cora returns to take a girl to replace the ones she lost. 

Aveline then realises the dolls in the town are there to confuse Cora in the hope she will take one of those instead of a real child. Aveline thinks Primrose was taken because she didn’t make a scarecrow for her house. She knows she needs to make one-fast. 

	
· Summarise the story of The Lady in the Waves. 
· What does Aveline think has happened to Primrose and why?
· How do you feel after hearing that ghost story?
· Do you have any predictions about what might happen to Aveline? 


	Chapter 10

	
At her aunt’s house, Aveline goes into the attic to search for junk to create a child scarecrow. Suddenly the lights go out. A thunderous storm begins and lightening flashes. Aveline looks out of the window and sees something that causes her to step back in alarm: a pair of bone thin arms reaching out from the water up to a ladder leading to the harbour. A twisted figure emerges and scuttles up the ladder, strands of long ragged hair swirling in the wind. It is Cora. Aveline thinks her only hope is Primrose, so she starts to talk aloud to her, but no one responds at firs. Lilian goes to the cellar to try to fix the lights and Aveline goes downstairs. She sees a misshapen shadow flit across the door and the handle rattles. There is a click, and the door suddenly swings open. A voice whispers, ‘This way’ and Aveline follows- it is Primrose. 
	
· How has the author made the body of Cora seem frightening?
· How do we know Aveline is frightened?
· How would you react seeing such a vision?
· Which part of the chapter is the scariest for you? Why did it scare you the most?
· Where do you think Aveline and Primrose are going? 









	Chapter 11

	
Primrose beckons Aveline towards a boy scarecrow. She hides under it. Primrose tells her to be as quiet as the grave and suddenly stiffens- Cora is coming. She hears footsteps lapping in the water, slow and, as if hunting her. Then they stop. Nails scrape along the top of the stone wall and the smell of brine washes over them. Aveline has to look. She spots of pale white hand, outstretched, centimetres away. It opens and closes as if it were breathing, like a claw, clawing at the dummy’s face. Then Cora’s face looms into view- cracked skin, deep bottomless black holes for eyes, a rasping breath. Cora knocks the head of the dummy clean off and it rolls away but lands facing Aveline, who gasps. Cora shrieks, reaching her fingers down to caress the hairs on Aveline’s head. Primrose says to Cora that she won't be taking Aveline tonight. Cora grabs Primrose and drags her down to the beach. Aveline cannot bear this and follows. Cora grabs Aveline, who grows tired. Suddenly a light appears, it is Harold. He reaches out and grabs Aveline. He saves her, and Cora and Primrose splash into the water. Harold takes over line back up to her aunt's house where she tells her everything about what has happened. They agreed to lead boring lives until Aveline’s mum comes to collect her.

On the day that other line leaves, she wakes to find a pair of Dr Martins at the front foot of her bed. Primroses.

	
· How did you feel reading this last chapter? Was there part of you that felt sorry for Cora at any point?
· How would you describe Primrose’s actions?
· Did the story end how you expected it to?
· What happens to the weather once Aveline and Harold are in the safety of Aunt Lilian’s house?
· How has the relationship between Harold and Aveline developed over the course of the story?
· How do the remaining days of the holidays compare to the first few days?
· Why do you think Aveline puts Primrose’s dairy in the water? What would you have done with it?
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